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TAKES HIS 
UNIQUE SET 
OF SKILLS 
TO THE 
PICKLEBALL  
COURT.

 By Drew Wathey

“SURVIVOR”
WINNER 
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A 
battle of wills, physically and emotionally. 

People’s innate ability to challenge 

themselves, to raise their level of fitness 

and survival to unforeseen heights. An 

acute awareness of how to handle your opponent 

through physical dominance or, at times, mental 

deception. No, it isn’t the latest gold medal match at a 

USAPA-sanctioned event. It’s the wildly popular CBS 

reality show “Survivor.”

 And while the sport of pickleball is attracting people 

from all walks of life, it’s the celebrity sector that’s 

starting to draw lots of attention. One such recognizable 

athlete is Tyson Apostol, winner of “Survivor” Season 

27: Blood vs. Water. Tyson is no stranger to competitive 

sports, having been a former professional cyclist in 

Europe, riding for the Austrian professional continental 

squad, Team Volksbank, and cycling throughout the 

magnificent landscapes of Switzerland, Belgium and 

Austria. He also attended Brigham Young University 

on a swimming scholarship, so the competitive 

juices have always been flowing in the Mesa, Arizona, 

resident who lives with his wife, Rachel, a former 

“Survivor” competitor herself, and their two children.

He now aspires to one day play pickleball on a 

professional level and, when he’s not hitting the courts, 

play the tables as a poker aficionado. “I moved to Arizona 

from Utah a couple of years ago, and even though I’d 

heard of pickleball while in Utah, I never played,” said 

Tyson, who was born in Provo. “I played a little tennis 

growing up and a lot of table tennis, so when I saw 

people playing on the neighborhood courts in Arizona, 

I was immediately interested in trying it out. I bought 

a wood paddle set and started playing and joining in 

the neighborhood meet-ups once or twice a week. I 

loved that is was a competitive group game, but not too 

serious. Plus, I was looking for something new and active 

to do. I’d been cycling and running my whole life and 

needed to take a break from that stuff.”

Now 41, he originally competed on Survivor: Tocantins 

in 2009, then returned a year later as a villain on 

Survivor: Heroes vs. Villains. In 2013, he appeared on 

the show for his third season, and ultimately went on 

to win the $1 million dollar prize on Survivor: Blood vs. 

Water. Tyson is currently competing for a fourth time 

on Survivor: Winners at War. “I first got involved with 

‘Survivor’ through my parents. They’ve been huge fans 

of the show since the very first episode. I was just coming 

off a pro cycling career in Europe and was kind of 

directionless,” he recalled. “My dad encouraged me to 

send in an audition, even though I’d never actually seen 

the show. I sent in a tape, got an immediate response and 

it’s been a whirlwind of over a decade since.”

As a natural competitor, Tyson is always striving to 

improve and sees a lot of similarities in progressing in 

pickleball and those that earned him so much success 

on “Survivor.” “It takes a lot of different things to win, 

so you must utilize your strengths and minimize your 

weaknesses,” he explained. “For me personally, my 

athleticism partnered with my strong social play, being 

able to connect with many different personalities and 

backgrounds, helped me win. Coming from a cycling 

background also helped in that cycling is very strategic—

you always must have a plan, as well as the fact that 

cyclists are performing on very low calories to stay light. 

I’m no stranger to putting my body at a deficit. The final 

and maybe most important ingredient is luck. Every 

winner of every season has some point where things 

could have gone wrong for them and didn’t. If you can’t 

recognize that, you aren’t a great ‘Survivor’ player.”

 Tyson’s neighborhood in the East Valley of the Phoenix 

metropolitan area has pickleball courts so he’s out 

playing at least two to three times a week, often with 

his 4-year-old daughter, and sometimes will enter 

tournaments with his brother-in-law. “I’m 6’3” and 

he’s even taller so we have some pretty good reach and 

power. I’d love to get more serious about the game. I 

think with the proper coach and more time devoted to 

it we could play at the highest level. It’s crossed my mind 

many times. With two young kids at home, it’s just about 

finding the time, energy and motivation to do it.”

One aspect of pickleball that attracts many new players 

are the social vibes it puts off, something that’s not lost 

on Tyson. Being on “Survivor” emitted a vastly different 

social atmosphere. “The toughest aspects of ‘Survivor’ 

are different for every single person who’s ever played 

the game. Some will say the hunger, the lack of sleep, 

not showering for over a month, being away from home 

without any contact,” he said. “For me personally it’s 

trying to wrangle all these different and mostly strong 

personalities into thinking you are with them. Giving 

them and their ideas validation while still getting them 

to go along with your plan instead of theirs... it’s a very 

delicate dance.”

Perhaps in the foreseeable future a Pickleball 

/“Survivor” concept will meld and become a popular 

attraction for those with the nerve, determination 

and desire to pursue. A marathon concept whereby 

contestants would have to hold their paddles 

and compete across the net from others for days at a 

time, non-stop. Tyson would welcome that challenge: “I 

wouldn’t bet against me on something like that.”  •

Drew Wathey is Director of Media Relations for 
the USAPA and author of “A Season With Hope.”

“SURVIVOR”
WINNER 
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W hether it be for 

health, ethical, or 

environmental 

reasons, many 

players are looking for plant sources 

to meet their energy needs. And 

with farmers markets in their full 

summer swing, this is the most 

delicious time of year to drop more 

plant power into the kitchen.

From a dietitian’s point of view, 

this trend is no fad diet. The 

evidence of health benefits from 

a well-planned vegetarian diet 

continues to grow, even for athletes. 

But how do you know if going 

vegetarian is right for you?

It’s Not All or Nothing
Some people don’t like the 

idea of going completely without 

animal products, and that’s OK! 

Any increase in whole plant foods 

will add nutrients and reduce 

nutrient-empty calories, especially 

if you’re eating them in the place of 

processed foods and meats. There is 

a wide variety of vegetarianism out there, so let’s define 

the basics:

• Vegans eat no animal products.

• Vegetarians eat some animal-derived foods like 

dairy and eggs.

• Pescatarians are vegetarians who additionally eat 

seafood like fish and shellfish.

• Flexitarians are vegetarians who sometimes add 

meat to their mostly vegetarian diet.

Notice that I didn’t include the term junkatarians, the 

folks who boast of eating no animal products but whose 

diet consists of mostly chips and processed foods with 

little nutrient value. Like any diet, 

the key to healthy vegetarian eating 

is planning, so that your body gets all 

the nutrients it needs, especially for 

those getting out on the court.

Enough Protein? Not a 
Problem!

Athletes tend to have concerns 

over getting adequate protein, and 

rightfully so. It’s important to get 

enough so that you can build and 

maintain muscle. With mindful 

planning, vegetarians can meet their 

needs without eating any animal 

products. Beans, peas, lentils, nuts, 

seeds, whole grains, and vegetables 

all contain some essential amino 

acids, the building blocks of 

protein. By eating a variety of these 

healthy foods, players can get what 

they need.

So how much do we actually need? 

There is a simple formula, which 

varies based on your weight, health 

and activity level. Here’s a very basic 

breakdown for average, healthy 

pickleball players: 

Average Recreational Player

.9 grams protein/kg/day

Example: 80kg person x .9g = 72 grams of protein

Endurance Athlete (playing several hours daily)

1.2-1.7 grams protein/kg/day

Example: 80kg athlete x 1.2g = 96 grams of protein

Here’s an example of what over 100 grams of vegan 

protein might look like:

• ½ cup steel-cut oats (10 grams)

• 1 cup walnuts (12 grams)

• 1 cup firm tofu (20 grams)

 By Brandi Givens, RDNhealth & nutrition

Boost Your Game with 
Plant-Based Power
On the courts and off, the topic of vegetarian 
nutrition is hot!

64      TO SUBSCRIBE, CALL 888.308.3720 OR GO TO PICKLEBALLMAGAZINE.COM

• 1 cup of lentils (18 grams)

• 2 cups of soy beverage (16 grams)

• 2 tablespoons nut butter (8 grams)

• 2 tablespoons chia seeds (5 grams)

• 1 cup brown rice (4 grams)

• ¼ cup pumpkin seeds (8 grams)

Vegetarian sources that are high in protein include 

eggs and dairy products. One egg contains about 6 grams 

of protein while a serving of dairy can vary anywhere 

from 8 grams in one cup of milk to 14 grams in a 5.3-oz. 

container of Greek yogurt.

Other Nutrients to Consider
Becoming low in any nutrient can keep you from 

playing your best. It’s always a great idea to discuss 

any new diet plan with your doctor, who may want to 

monitor your blood levels for potential deficiencies. The 

following list includes nutrients most commonly missed 

in vegetarian diets. In general, you can meet your needs 

by regularly adding my suggested vegan, vegetarian, 

or pescatarian “Great Shot” recommendations to your 

kitchen. While the following nutrients can be of concern, 

you are likely gaining more vitamins and minerals from 

a plant-based lifestyle than you’d ever lose.

Iron
Iron deficiency can mean low energy because of a 

reduced ability to circulate oxygen. This can be a real 

problem for athletes, females of childbearing age, and 

people who are avoiding meat. It’s always important 

to talk to your doctor if you’re feeling run-down more 

easily on the court. Vegan sources of iron, or non-heme 

sources, don’t absorb into the body as well as heme 

or animal sources. However, pairing high-iron foods 

with foods high in vitamin C (like fruit, peppers and 

broccoli) significantly increases iron absorption. Think 

along the lines of chili beans simmered with tomatoes, 

or a spinach and strawberry salad. Cooking with an iron 

skillet also adds iron to the diet.

Great Shots: lentils, beans (especially white and soybeans), 

quinoa, tofu, dark leafy greens like spinach and chard, pumpkin 

seeds, dark chocolate, clams, mussels

Vitamin B-12 (also known as Cobalamin)
The 2.4 micrograms of vitamin B-12 most adults need 

daily is almost exclusively found in animal products, 

with the exception of fortified foods like cereal and 

nutritional yeast. It’s an important nutrient; deficiency 

can lead to permanent neurological damage. If you 

are nearly or completely vegan, be sure to take a good-

quality supplement, verified for purity by a third party 

like United States Pharmacopeia (USP).

Great Shots: fortified nutritional yeast, fortified cereal, 

fortified soy beverage, third-party-verified vitamin B-12 

supplements, eggs, Greek yogurt and other dairy products

Zinc
Zinc is essential to a healthy immune system, which is 

of even greater concern on the courts lately.

Great Shots: legumes, seeds (especially pumpkin seeds), 

chickpeas/hummus, whole grains like oatmeal, shellfish

Calcium
Calcium is essential for bone strength, and for that 

winning smile in your medal photos. Traditional 

American dairy sources can easily be replaced with plant 

sources.

Great Shots: broccoli, dark leafy greens like kale and collard 

greens, legumes, calcium-fortified beverages like orange juice 

and soy beverages, dairy products, canned sardines or salmon 

with bones

By switching to a plant-strong diet, you may just gain 

the edge you’ve been looking for on the court!  •

Brandi Givens has been a registered dietitian 
since 2010. Questions or comments can be 
posted to her blog at www.abitdietitious.com.

Brandi’s Summer Salad
1 can black beans, rinsed and drained

1 cup jicama

1 red pepper, finely chopped

1 cup baby spinach, chopped

1 cup fresh or frozen corn kernels

1 can chickpeas

Juice from 2 or more limes

Combine all ingredients, and season with salt and 

pepper. Chill and devour. Serves 4.

Nutrition Information: 12 grams protein, 3 mg iron, 

52 mg vitamin C
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Duos!Duos!Duos!
DynamicDynamic >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Duos!
Nationals was double the fun with 
some fierce pairs, including Ben 
Johns, who won Men’s Pro Singles 
and Doubles (with Kyle Yates), 
Anna Leigh and Leigh Waters,  
who took gold in Women’s  
Pro Doubles—and many more!

Dy
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Duos!Duos!Duos!
DynamicDynamic >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Duos!
I n the world of sports, rivalries 

often infuse a sense of 
immediacy and intenseness 
not often found when other 

teams or individuals do battle. It also 
conjures up thoughts and images of 
days gone by where action on the 
field or court offered up memories 
that last for many lifetimes. Well-known 
examples include Red Sox-Yankees, 
Celtics-Lakers, Packers-Bears; and in 
tennis, Borg-McEnroe, Connors-Lendl, 
Agassi-Edberg, Evert-Navratilova and 
Graf-Seles. And now, the Big Three—
Federer, Nadal and Djokovic.

While pickleball has been part of 
the American consciousness since 
1965, it has just recently become part 
of the sports vernacular. And, along 
with that rise in popularity, rivalries 
have begun to surface and take root.

At the 2019 Margaritaville USA 
Pickleball National Championships, 
crowds were delighted with a quality 
of play not often seen between the 
lines. The best of the best: men’s 
and women’s pro singles action was 
nothing short of spectacular.

On the men’s side, two familiar 
foes: the world’s top-ranked Tyson 
McGuffin, and Ben Johns, who, aside 
from excelling on the court, studies 
materials engineering at the University 
of Maryland. With an acute sense 
of angles and court awareness, the 
2019 Margaritaville USA Pickleball 
National Championships was purely 
his playground for a week. Partnering 
with Kyle Yates, they defended their 
Nationals doubles crown. The dynamic 
duo were also coming off a win at the 
US Open and have quickly become a 
force to be reckoned with. 

Johns’ stellar play in doubles set 
the stage for advancing through to the 
championship singles match against 
McGuffin, clearly one of the best 

CONTINUED >>>>
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By Drew Wathey
Photos by Wayne Dollard and 
Stephen Jackson

Ben Johns and Kyle Yates 
win gold in Men's Pro Doubles.
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Find.
Find players, clubs, courts, and 
events that match your skill set.

Organize.
Organize pickleball games and events 

with your club or community.

Review.
Review other players and 

pickleball courts.

People | Courts | Events | Clubs

The Ultimate Pickleball App

Coming Soon!
Sign up today to be notified when PicklePlay hits the app store!

www.PicklePlay.com

Pro instruction from Ben Johns, Sarah Ansboury,  

Dave Weinbach, Irina Tereschenko, Lucy Kitcher,  

Steve Paranto, Jim Hackenberg, Robert Elliott,  

Rusty Howes and Wes Gabrielsen.

n!Game

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE  >>>>
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M ost of us probably played a variety of 

sports growing up, long before we 

discovered the game of pickleball. If 

you look back on those sports and the 

people who taught you the games, the one common 

denominator of any sport is to focus on the 

fundamentals. The fundamentals encompass a myriad 

of factors that contribute to the success or failure of 

the activity. Whether it’s body positioning, footwork, 

shot selection, or some physical techniques, learning 

and mastering the fundamentals is one of the first steps 

toward improved performance.  

     Once a fundamental is explained and demonstrated, 

mastering it only happens when you repeat the action 

over and over until it is ingrained into your game. Two 

key fundamental shots in pickleball are the first two 

shots of every point – the serve and the return of serve. 

What’s so fundamental about these two shots is how 

they impact the chances for the respective team to gain 

an advantage. Let’s examine each shot.

THE SERVE
Everyone knows the first fundamental rule about 

the serve—GET IT IN! You only score points when 

you are serving, so any serve that does not go in is 

a lost opportunity. So, yes, getting your serve in is 

absolutely critical. But, what many players, especially 

beginners, do not recognize is the importance of a deep 

serve. When your team is serving, you are essentially 

Remember the 

FUNDAMENTALS 
[ Jim Hackenberg Jim Hackenberg on the Fundamentals ]
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GLOBAL TENNIS GLOBAL TENNIS BRANDSBRANDS

PICKLEBALL PICKLEBALL 
GEAR GEAR 
MARKETMARKET

TAKE ON THETAKE ON THE

 By Jennifer Brozak
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A nyone who’s ever played a racquet sport 

will likely recognize the global brands 

Wilson Sporting Goods, HEAD, Babolat and 

FILA. As four of the best-known sporting 

gear manufacturers worldwide, these companies 

are now competing to outfit a slice of the country’s 

exploding pickleball population, which, according to the 

USA Pickleball Association (USAPA), now numbers more 

than 3 million players rallying on nearly 21,000 courts 

across the country.

Wilson Sporting Goods first entered the pickleball 

market in 2014 with paddles, according to Ben Porter, 

the company’s pickleball product manager.

“We dove into the industry because of the excitement 

we shared with the public for the game,” he says. “We 

also knew that we have a global footprint that we 

could use to help spread awareness and grow the sport 

further.”

Today, Wilson offers several different paddles as well 

as shoes, bags and other accessories to outfit even the 

most competitive pickleball players. The company’s 

paddles and shoes are selling well, notes Porter, thanks to 

the company’s commitment to improving the research, 

quality and performance of its product assortment. 

Wilson created the first metal-frame tennis racquet back 

in the late 1960s and is now applying its long history of 

innovation to pickleball.

“We are taking the fabric of what makes Wilson 

successful—the people, research, processes and 

innovation—and investing this in pickleball,” explains 

Porter. “By investing the right resources in the right 

places, we are creating cutting-edge products 

that provide unique added value for 

various player types.”

As of press time, Wilson was 

planning to introduce two 

new “groundbreaking” 

pickleball products in 

late 2019—a ball with a 

cutting-edge design, 

and new footwear that 

is designed to optimize 

player movement on 

the court.

The ball, branded 

TRU32, has a brand-

new hole design that has 

been approved by the USAPA 

for competitive play. TRU32 sets 

a new standard for true pickleball 

performance, thanks to two defining 

characteristics: hole pattern and composition, says 

Porter. It features a patented, 32-hole design that rotates 

evenly on any axis for “superior flight and bounce 

consistency,” he adds.

Wilson’s new pickleball shoes, dubbed the Rush Pro 

2.5, come “armed with increased rubber density on the 

outsole to maximize durability for pickleball,” according 

to Porter.

Like Wilson, HEAD decided to make a move into 

pickleball after following the growth of the game for 

several years, says Ben Simons, Senior Business Manager 

for HEAD Pickleball. The company entered the pickleball 

market in 2017 with a line of paddles.

“It is never an easy or quick decision for us to enter a 

new market, as it is a major commitment of resources,” 

explains Simons. “We had been watching the sport for 

several years and it got to a point where we felt that 

pickleball fit into our company objectives and that we 

could bring a benefit to the game through product and 

investment in the sport.”

Today, HEAD offers an extensive line of pickleball 

products. In addition to paddles, the company carries 

bags, footwear, grips, eyewear, gloves, Penn pickleballs, 

portable nets, training aids and more.

“One of the benefits of HEAD is we have a lot of 

crossover products that benefit the consumer,” says 

Simons. “Players can get everything they need for 

pickleball.”

The company, which recently launched its 

“Margaritaville” line of cosmetic pickleball paddles as 

well as Penn 26 Indoor pickleballs, plans to continue to 

innovate and design new products for the sport—with 

more items on the way.

“We are always working on new products and finding 

ways to improve our current products, and to make the 

consumer experience with our product better,” explains 

Simons. “Our new Penn 40 Outdoor and Penn 26 Indoor 

[pickleballs] have taken years to develop. We must have 

a high-quality product to put the Penn name on it and I 

feel we accomplished that with both products.”

In response to the sport’s growth and demand for 

high-quality products, Babolat is also poised to fully 

enter the pickleball market in 2020. The company 

currently offers a line of performance footwear that has 

been used by both professional and amateur pickleball 

players for several years.

“A lot of the movements that pickleball players 

make on the court are similar to those of tennis and 

badminton players, and our shoes are designed to meet 

those needs,” says Susan DiBiase, General Manager of 

Babolat USA.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >>>>
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• According to the Sports & Fitness Industry 

Association (SFIA) 2019 Pickleball Participant 
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United States.

• 2 MILLION are “Casual” participants and 
 1.3 MILLION are “Core” participants. 
• 62% MALE and 38% FEMALE
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* USA Pickleball estimates that 300 pickleball courts are added each month in the U.S., either by adding lines to existing courts or building new ones.
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COVER AND PREMIER LOCATIONS (based on availability)

 1-3 Time Rate 4-6 Time Rate 7-8 Time Rate
Inside Front Cover (8.375"w x 10.875"h)* $1,890 per ad $1,790 per ad $1,590 per ad
Page 1 (8.375"w x 10.875"h)* $1,890 per ad $1,790 per ad $1,590 per ad
Inside Back Cover (8.375"w x 10.875"h)* $1,890 per ad $1,790 per ad $1,590 per ad
Back Cover (8.375"w x 9.375"h)* $2,090 per ad $1,990 per ad $1,790 per ad
Center Spread (16.75"w x 10.875"h)* $2,990 per ad $2,790 per ad $2,590 per ad

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHTS
Written by us and approved by you only once per year, your company can purchase a one- or two-page 
business spotlight specifically promoting your products and services. The article can be up to 500 
words + photos for a one-page spotlight, or 1,000 words + photos for a two-page spotlight.

1-Time / One-Page  $1,490 1-Time / Two-Page  $2,290

Due to an exclusive arrangement with LevelUp Pickleball Camps, no advertisement for camps, clinics 
or institutes will be allowed unless approved by the publisher.

 #JOINTHEFAM AVAILABLE NOWFRANKLINSPORTS.COM/PICKLEBALL

BenJohns
2019 TRIPLE CROWN WINNER

  MAX GRIT ™

SURFACE TECHNOLOGY

#MAXGRIT
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The Modern Barn PURPOSE-BUILT, 
LUXURY 

ACCOMMODATIONS  
FOR Picklers

ATHUNT CLUB FARM I
magine a vacation filled with 
pickleball and activities in your 
own private setting, surrounded by 
nature. Located a few miles from 
the Virginia Beach Oceanfront, 

The Modern Barn at Hunt Club Farm and 
The Modern Loft at Hunt Club Farm are 
newly constructed, purpose-built luxury 
accommodations that offer a one-of-a-kind 
experience. Part of a larger collection of 
equine facilities and small farms, we’re 
an anomaly in this resort city. We invite 
you to consider us for your next vacation 
or weekend getaway. Come play on your 
own professional pickleball court and bring 
friends to share in the immersive experience 
we offer. There’s a lot to do here on the farm. 
Harvest from the organic garden, picnic 
in the screened gazebo, relax and enjoy 
the pond either on a float or the deck. We 
have several craft breweries and fantastic 
restaurants, shopping, grocery stores and 
coffee shops nearby. The pickleball court is 
new this year and it’s so rewarding to play 
on your own timetable. 

PURPOSE-BUILT, 
LUXURY 

ACCOMMODATIONS  
FOR Picklers

THE MODERN BARN AT 

HUNT CLUB FARM 

VIRGINIA BEACH

2287 London Bridge Road, 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456

To make a reservation or inquiry, 

visit The Modern Barn at 

Hunt Club Farm at  

www.airbnb.com/rooms/17148138

or The Modern Loft at Hunt Club Farm 

at www.airbnb.com/rooms/24311109

HUNT CLUB FARM
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pickleball and activities in your 
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nature. Located a few miles from 
the Virginia Beach Oceanfront, 

The Modern Barn at Hunt Club Farm and 
The Modern Loft at Hunt Club Farm are 
newly constructed, purpose-built luxury 
accommodations that offer a one-of-a-kind 
experience. Part of a larger collection of 
equine facilities and small farms, we’re 
an anomaly in this resort city. We invite 
you to consider us for your next vacation 
or weekend getaway. Come play on your 
own professional pickleball court and bring 
friends to share in the immersive experience 
we offer. There’s a lot to do here on the farm. 
Harvest from the organic garden, picnic 
in the screened gazebo, relax and enjoy 
the pond either on a float or the deck. We 
have several craft breweries and fantastic 
restaurants, shopping, grocery stores and 
coffee shops nearby. The pickleball court is 
new this year and it’s so rewarding to play 
on your own timetable. 

PURPOSE-BUILT, 
LUXURY 

ACCOMMODATIONS  
FOR Picklers

THE MODERN BARN AT 

HUNT CLUB FARM 

VIRGINIA BEACH

2287 London Bridge Road, 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456
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• Pickleball and Tennis
Lighted courts
Lots of court time

• 18 hole, par 3 golf course
• Clubhouse & activity director
• 4 pools (including lap)
• Indoor/outdoor spas
• Clubhouse and exercise facility
• Gated access
• Extraordinary landscaping

A week or a season.
Rent or purchase
options with
outdoor kitchens and
covered patios.

A five-star Class A only Motorcoach resort

80394Avenue48 • Indio, CA92201 • 800.892.2992 • 760.775.7255 •www.orindio.com
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A great gift for you or your 
favorite pickleballer!

High quality fine jewelry designs handmade 

in Sterling Silver and Gold. Necklaces, 

earrings, bracelets, charms and key fobs.

PICKLEBALL AND JEWELRY
pickleballandjewelry.com

419-699-0921

PRINCE “RESPONSE PRO” 
Look/Cosmetics

Simple graphics with a large identifiable 
“P” that can’t be missed. Comes in four 

color choices. Roundish paddle shape is the 
first thing you notice. Also comes in a thinner or 

thicker grip choice and has a fiberglass face with a poly 
core. Also has a long (tennis-like) handle.

Serves/Returns/Groundstrokes
The longer handle (5.5”) gives two-handers enough room.  

It also provides more torque/power on full swings from the 
backcourt. Ex-tennis players will feel right at home with this 
one. Power is medium level and spin potential is excellent 
with the textured face.
Touch/Feel

Feels very balanced in your hands while playing.  Has a very 
nice touch and feel in the kitchen. Dinks and 3rd shot drops 
are very dependable and the ball comes off the paddle face in 
a very predictable manner. Control is this paddle’s strong suit 
and soft game specialists who favor graphite should give this 
one a try.
Sound/Sweet Spot

No issues with the sound. It’s non-offensive to your 
neighbors. The huge sweet spot is the star—the round shape 
really makes a difference. If you struggle to center your hits, 
this will be an instant fix for you.  
Summary

Great signature paddle from Simone Jardim that should 
put Prince on the pickleball map. This one should appeal to 
players who strive for consistency and who want excellent 
touch and control over their shots.  Will also appeal to ex-
tennis players who want a familiar feel for their paddle.

ENGAGE “ELITE PRO” MAVERICK
Look/Cosmetics

Familiar design with the Engage trademark diagonal 
stripe against a two-toned solid color background. Comes 
in a variety of six color choices. Has an extra-long (tennis-
like) handle.

Serves/Returns/Groundstrokes
Here is where the fun starts! The longer 

length (16.5”), coupled with the long handle (6”), 
give you lots of torque on full swings. Ex-tennis 
players will smile while ripping groundstrokes 
loaded with topspin through the court. Power is 
at a high level, as is spin potential.

Touch/Feel
The proprietary chemically bonded skin gives you 

surprising touch for such a powerful paddle. Has a very 
solid feel on hard blocks and volleys. It feels a bit top 
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